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2019 Law Day Essay  

Each year, the Kitsap County Bar Association sponsors a Law Day Essay Contest for Kitsap 
County students.  The 2019 Law Day theme is “Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society.”  All high 
school (grades 10-12) and middle school (grades 9 and below) students residing or attending 
school in Kitsap County are eligible to participate.   

There will be a total of six prizes awarded, three in each age category.  The prizes will be 
awarded at the Law Day Celebration on the morning of May 3 at the Kitsap County 
Administration Building in Port Orchard.   

 First Place – $350  
 Second Place – $250  
 Third Place – $150  
 
Essays are judged on four criteria: Originality of Thought, Depth of Reasoning, Clarity of 
Expression, and Organization.  A winning essay will have a distinct thesis sentence supported by 
clear and original analysis.  Although there is not a page limit, winning essays are generally 
between 2 and 3 pages long.  

Essays must be received (not postmarked) by April 19, 2018 at 4:30 p.m.  Essays may be 
submitted by email or snail mail.  If submitted by email, the body of the email must include the 
author’s name, phone number, email address, school, grade and teacher assigning the essay (if 
applicable).  The essay must be inserted as an attachment to the email.  If submitted by mail, the 
same information must be included on a separate cover sheet.  Do not include any identifying 
information on the essay itself.  Send essays to: 

 The Law Office of Thomas E. Weaver 
 PO Box 1056 

Bremerton WA 98337    
admin@tomweaverlaw.com 
(360) 792-9345 
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The 2019 Law Day essay topic is:  
 
The 2019 Law Day Theme is “Free Speech, Free Press, Free Society.”  For the 2019 Law Day 

Essay contest, students are asked to pick one of the scenarios below and explain who you think 
should prevail and why.  While all of the scenarios are loosely based on real life cases that 
reached the United States Supreme Court, it is not necessary to do any independent research.  We 
already know what the nine septuagenarians and octogenarians in Washington, D.C. think about 
these scenarios; now we what to know what you think. 

 
1. During an election debate for city commissioner, one of the candidates claimed, “I was 

wounded in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm while rescuing a fellow soldier from an 
intense combat fight and received a Purple Heart.”  This statement turned out to be 
completely false: he was never in Iraq; had never been on combat; and, had never been 
awarded the Purple Heart.  He was prosecuted and convicted for misrepresenting his 
military career and decorations.  The candidate appealed claiming he was simply 
exercising his First Amendment rights to free speech.  Do you agree?   
 

2. It became known that an organization intended to conduct an organized parade in a small 
town, during which they intended to march in white sheets, display KKK symbols on 
their clothes and banners, and distribute pamphlets expressing hatred towards others 
based upon their race, ancestry, and religion.  The town sought a Court order prohibiting 
the march.  Should the Court allow the parade? 
 

3. During a rally protesting the War in Afghanistan, one of the protestors set fire to an 
American flag while the group chanted, “America, the red, white, and blue, we spit on 

you.”  No people were harmed nor any property damaged, other than the flag, although 

many on-lookers were offended.  The flag burner was criminally prosecuted for 
“desecrating a venerated object” and he moved to dismiss claiming the statute violated 
his First Amendment rights.  Who is correct?    
 

4. During a school sponsored Homecoming rally for the Blarney “Fightin’ Irish” High 

School, a student unfurled a large banner that read, “The Fightin’ Irish are Smokin’ Hot.”  

He also replaced the school’s Shamrock logo with a marijuana leaf.  The student was 

ordered to take down the banner and was later suspended from school.  The student sued 
the school claiming his First Amendment rights to free speech were violated.  Do you 
believe the student’s rights were violated?  
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5. A national newspaper came into possession of top secret military documents entitled 

“The Rise and Growth of ISIS in the Middle East.”  The newspaper seeks to publish the 
documents and the United States sued to prevent their release, claiming it would impair 
on-going military operations and endanger the lives of American soldiers.  Should the 
newspaper be permitted to release the documents? 
 
 

6. Two neighboring cities passed similar laws prohibiting candidates or campaign workers 
to solicit votes or distribute or display campaign materials near a polling place on 
Election Day.  Adjacent Township, Washington prohibits campaigning within a 50 feet 
radius while Farout Parish, Washington prohibits campaigning within a 1000 foot radius.    
A candidate sued both cities, noting that polling places are mostly schools and 
community centers open to the public and the prohibitions encompass the streets and 
sidewalks in front of the polling places.  Should the Court uphold one prohibition, both 
prohibitions, or neither? 

 

 


